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UNCLAS BELFAST 147 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: CALL FOR GENERAL STRIKE 

REF: BELFAST 145 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: UNIONIST ACTION COUNCIL HAS CALLED FOR 
GENERAL WORK STOPPAGE IN NORTHERN IRELAND TO BEGIN 
MORNING MAY 3. THERE APPEARS BE LITTLE MASS SUPPORT OR 
SYMPATHY FOR "STRIKE" AND ACTION WILL DIVIDE UNIONIST 
COALITION AND PROBABLY ORANGE ORDER. SUCCESS OR 
FAILURE OF DEMONSTRATION IN TERMS OF POPULAR SUPPORT 
WILL BE DETERMINED EARLY AND IS DEPENDENT TO SOME EXTENT 
ON DEGREE INTIMIDATION APPLIED AND WHETHER SECURITY FORCES 
CAN MAINTAIN ORDER WITHOUT AROUSING SYMPATHY FOR 
DEMONSTRATORS. PROVISIONAL IRA COULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
SITUATION TO COMPOUND SECURITY PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. BELFAST NEWS LETTER APRIL 29 CARRIED FULL-PAGE AD 
"CALL TO ACTION" BY UNITED UNIONIST ACTION COUNCIL FOR 
ALL LOYALISTS AT 12 MIDNIGHT ON MONDAY, MAY 2, TO JOIN IN 
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COMPLETE STOPPAGE AND WITHDRAWAL OF LABOR AND A TOTAL WITHOLDING 

OF CONSENT OR SUPPORT TO DIRECT RULE. LAYOUT OF PAGE 

AND SPACE DEVOTED TO ISSUE GIVES LACK OF ACTION AGAINST 

I.R.A. AS PRIMARY REASON FOR PROTEST. SECRETARY OF 

STATE ROY MASON IS CHARGED WITH CLAIMING SECURITY POLICY 

WILL NOT BE ALTERED. THAT IT IS WINNING THE WAR. 

AD CONTINUES "IF THIS IS VICTORY WHAT WOULD DEFEAT BE LIKE?" 
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AD LISTS FOURTEEN INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO, ALONG 
WITH ROY MASON, SAY "DO NOTHING." LIST INCLUDES HARRY 
WEST AND OFFICIAL UNIONISTS, THE METHODIST CHURCH, JAMES 
MOLYNEAUX, ENOCH POWELL AND OFFICIAL UNIONIST MEMBERS 
PARLIAMENT. LIST DOES NOT RPT NOT INCLUDE ORANGE ORDER AND 
AD DENIES ORANGE ORDER HAS EXPRESSED OPPOSITION TO PROTEST. 

3. GOVERNMENT HAS NOT RPT NOT DIVULGED CONTINGENCY PLANS. 

PRESS REPORTS VARIOUSLY 400 OR 2000 EXTRA TROOPS WILL BE 
AIRLIFTED IN AND WILL INCLUDE ENGINEERS TO RUN POWER STATIONS. 
PRESENT TROOP STRENGTH 14,000. SECSTATE MASON AND PRIME 
MINISTER CALLAGHAN CONTINUING TO URGE RESTRAINT BY PEOPLE 
OF ULSTER AND CONTINUING TO GIVE ASSURANCES THAT GOVERNMENT 
WILL NOT TOLERATE "ILLEGAL" ACTION. 

4. CONTRARY TO SITUATION IN 1974 THERE IS VERY LITTLE 
POPULAR SUPPORT FOR A GENERAL STRIKE. CONGEN HAS INQUIRED 
AT SEVERAL FIRMS AND HAS NOT FOUND ANY THAT WILL CLOSE 
OR THAT EXPECTS WORK-FORCE NOT TO REPORT "IF IT CAN." 

NO AMERICAN FIRM INTENDS TO CLOSE BUT BERKSHIRE MILLS AT 
DUNDONALD IS PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TO "PICKETING." 
CONFEDERATION BRITISH INDUSTRY, NORTHERN IRELAND CHAMBER 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, NORTHERN IRELAND COMMITTEE IRISH 
CONGRESS TRADE UNIONS AND HARLAND AND WOLFF SHOP-STEWARDS 
HAVE ANNOUNCED FIRM OPPOSITION TO STRIKE. LEADERSHIP ORANGE 
ORDER BELFAST ALSO OPPOSED TO STRIKE AND COUNTY GRAND MASTER 
THOMAS PASSMORE HAS EXPRESSED FEARS THAT ACTION MAY MASK 
"COUP D’ ETAT." MANY INVOLVED IN UNIONIST ACTION COUNCIL 
ARE ALSO ORANGEMEN HOWEVER. UNLIKE 1974, PROTESTANT BUSINESS 
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AND PROFESSIONAL CLASS HAS NO RPT NO SYMPATHY, EVEN TACIT, 

FOR FORTHCOMING PROTEST. THEY AGREE WITH AIMS BUT DISLIKE 
MEANS AND DISTRUST PAISLEY AND BAIRD. TARA, A SHADOWY 
PROTESTANT PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATION ONCE RUMORED TO BE 
LINKED TO IAN PAISLEY HAS CONDEMNED STRIKE. 

5. CONSENSUS HERE IS THAT SUCCESS OR FAILURE STRIKE WILL 
BE DETERMINED EARLY. KEYS ARE ACTIONS ELECTRICITY 
AND WATER WORKERS, EXTENT OF INTIMIDATION APPLIED BY 
PROTESTANT PARAMILITARIES AND REACTION SECURITY FORCES. 

CONGEN BELIEVES SECURITY FORCES WILL PREVENT BLOCKAGE MAIN 
THOROUGHFARES BUT IT UNCLEAR WHETHER "PICKETING" OF 
FACTORIES WILL BE PERMITTED. IT ALSO UNCLEAR WHETHER ARMY 

OR ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY WILL BE CHIEF SECURITY INSTRUMENT. 
IN EITHER CASE, CONGEN UNDERSTANDS INTENTION WILL BE TO USE 
MINIMUM FORCE TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER AND STILL AVOID 
ACTIONS THAT WOULD AROUSE POPULAR SUPPORT FOR PROTESTERS. 
THERE NO EASY JOBS FOR ARMY AND POLICE IN ULSTER. 
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6. IN 1974 PROVISIONAL IRA LARGELY QUIESCENT. SHOULD 
THERE BE INCIDENTS IN INTER-FACE AREAS INVOLVING 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY AFTER NEXT MONDAY THEY WOULD HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLICATE SITUATION. INTIMIDATION OF 
CATHOLICS WOULD ALSO INVOLVE OFFICIAL IRA BUT THEY NOT 
LIKELY TO SEEK PRETEXT. 

SPICER 
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